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	Media Release
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	GE Money brings the outback to The Stuart Centre 

 

	

	A 60-strong team of GE Money employees are dropping their pens and pencils for shovels and spades to a build a new ‘outback track’ playground at The Stuart Centre tomorrow.

The GE Money team of volunteers will create an outdoor therapy playground and a native garden, as well as donating specially adapted bicycles, for the children of The Stuart Centre, which is part of the Spastic Centre network.
The playground will be specially tailored to cater for children with physical disabilities and will offer a range of sensory delights including a vegetable garden, a frog pond, bird feeder, and play equipment.

Beatification of existing gardens, and creating a new garden area, is also on the agenda, with the team replanting, weeding, painting and mulching their way through the task.

As well as contributing 650 hours of ‘grunt power’, GE is funding the project to the tune of approximately $10,000, which will be put towards purchase of the playground and gardening equipment.  

Rebecca Blair, a GE Money Volunteer, helped secure the funding following a successful bid to the GE Volunteer Foundation, which provides US$300,000 in grant money to local GE volunteer events across the 135 countries in which GE operates.

“Our relationship with The Spastic Centre means a lot to GE Money’s employee volunteer team as it provides us with the opportunity to contribute to some of the youngest members of our community,” Rebecca said.

“I can’t wait to see the children’s faces when they see their new playground and gardens.”

Regional Manager, Spastic Centre, Susan Brown, said that these sorts of dramatic improvements are made possible with close cooperation between companies and their community.

“GE Money’s input has turned what was on the centre’s ‘wish list’ for ages into a reality,” Susan said. 

“The new garden and playground will help the children use the facility to its full potential.” 

About the Stuart Centre

The Stuart Centre is the name of The Spastic Centre's facility in the Newcastle/Hunter Region. Services were established in the Newcastle/Hunter in 1968 by parents of children with cerebral palsy who had to travel to Sydney in order to access therapy services for their children. In 1983 The Stuart Centre was established as a permanent site in Newcastle.

The Stuart Centre provides services onsite and in the community.  The aim of the Stuart Centre's therapy services is to facilitate participation in family and community life and may include activities like therapy visits to a child's pre-school or to sporting activities to support inclusion. These services are for children with disabilities and their families. There are also several services that provide specialist care and support of adults with cerebral palsy in community day programs and accommodation services.

Services are available to over 300 children and their families across the Central Coast and Hunter Region each year.

About GE Money

GE Money Australia and New Zealand is part of the global GE Money business, which operates in 55 countries around the world. GE Money offers a broad range of innovative finance products – everything from personal loans, credit cards, interest-free promotional offers, motor loans through to home loans. GE Money also owns the Australian Financial Investments Group (including Wizard Home Loans) and is proud to be Money Magazine's Finance Company of the Year, 2005 and 2006.  More information can be found online at www.gemoney.com.au
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